I5o             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
But later were most dolorous,
Unwelcome, drear, and piteous:
The emperor of Germany,
A good man, with strong company .
Moved toward the Sepulcher by land
To beg for grace from God's own hand.                                 3j240
He died, and 'twas a bitter loss,
At a river that he strove to cross
By a ford unknown and untried.
Thus did the will of God decide.
When those inside of Acre had
Received this news, they were so glad
They could think of naught else.59 They beat
Their drums, cut capers in the street,
Rushed to the watch-towers and mounted
Thereon, and to our men recounted                                       3,250
The news that Saladin had heard
And given to them, word for word.
There perched upon the walls aloft
They shouted to us loud and oft,
And renegades they sent us, bound
To say: 'Tour emperor is drowned."
Then did the Christian army mourn,
So grief-stricken and so forlorn.
They felt small cheer for the crusade,
Save for the hope of coming aid                                             3,260
And save for promises held out
And through the army spread about
Of the great kings now coming towards
The land, and of our potent lords,
The kings of England and of France
Who later brought deliverance:
Thereby the host was comforted.
59Beha ed Din (p. 184) reports the receipt of this news in June; Ibn al Athir (p.
28), however, says that it was received only on July 26, the day after the great battle.
He was drowned on June 10, according to Tageno, and as Saladin had scouts watching
every move of his army it is reasonable to believe that the news of his death would
have reached the sultan quickly and that Beha ed Din's date is the correct one.